
  

“WHERE EVERYBODY IS SOMEBODY, 

AND JESUS IS LORD” 
The Fifth Sunday in Lent and Women’s History Month 

March 26, 2023 10:00 a.m. 
 

Northeastern Presbyterian Church 
2112 Varnum Street, NE, Washington, DC 20018 

Telephone: (202) 526-1730   Fax: (202) 526-5900 
Email: admin@nepc-dc.org; Website: http://nepc-dc.org. 

 
Office Hours: 

 
Pastor At Church Wednesday Afternoons and by Appointment 

Pastor Mark Greiner Email: pastormfg@gmail.com  Cell 301.310.5600 
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Welcome to Northeastern Presbyterian Church  
 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE IN PRAISE AND PRAYER 

✙ Please stand if able  
 
 
WELCOME 
 
✙ INTROIT                                     The Celestial Choir  
      
✙ INVOCATION 

✙ CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
One: As people formed by God, we give praise to God: 
All: Dry ground in the sea,  

Rivers in the desert, 
Christ among us— 
God is doing a new thing! 

 
One: As people restored by God, we give praise to God: 
All: Dry ground in the sea,  

Rivers in the desert, 
Christ among us— 
God is doing a new thing! 

 
One: As people pressing on in faith, we give praise to God: 
All: Dry ground in the sea,  

Rivers in the desert, 
Christ among us— 
God is doing a new thing! 

 



✙ OPENING HYMN - #324 (Hymnal)   “Open My Eyes That I May See”   
             
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Purifying God, 
We grow comfortable with the way things are 
in our lives, in the church, and in the world. 
We do not always welcome the new life you offer in Christ, 
For you overturn our notions of power and protocol. 
Sure, of our righteousness, we are critical of others. 
Wanting to control our assets, 
We hoard the gifts you give us. 
Forgive us, we pray, for seeking our gain at the expense of others. 
Help us bend our lives toward your own life of self-giving and 
sacrifice. 
Fill us, our homes and churches, the whole world, 
With the abundant love of Christ until all are made new. 
In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen 

 
SILENT PRAYER  
 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
The Apostle Paul reminds us that we do not make ourselves righteous. 
Our righteousness comes through faith in Christ, 
Who has made us his own. 
Hear the good news! 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
The old life has passed away—and a new life has begun. 
Forgetting what lies behind, 
And straining forward to what lies ahead, 
We press on toward the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
 
WELCOME SONG - Insert     Congregation and Choir 
 
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH PRESENTATION  
 Unsung “Sheroes” presented by Glynis Pegram-Higgs, Jennifer Allen,   
           Pamela Gessesse, Bishetta Merritt and Jaryn Gessesse 
 
 



 
PASSING THE PEACE  

(Please warmly honor social distance.) 
   (Unmuted devices and turn on cameras to greet one another in love) 
 

One:  May the peace of Christ be with you!  
Many:  And also, with you!  Peace be with you! 
 

 
ANTHEM SELECTION                                    The Celestial Choir  
 
THE OFFERING      

Use your bank’s online bill-paying options  
Mail your check to the church 
2112 Varnum St., NE Washington, DC  20018 
 
Go to nepc-dc.org: Click on Donate  
or Cash App at the bottom of the page 
 

✙ THE DOXOLOGY 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen! 
 
✙ OFFERTORY PRAYER   (Unison, adapted from Father Michael D. Bassano) 

Beloved Jesus, teach us to live fully each day  
From the deepest center of our being 

To learn from everything and everyone 
Most of all, to be grateful.  Amen. 

 
WE EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD 

 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING                             Isaiah 43:16-21 

16 Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty 
waters, 17 who brings out chariot and horse, army, and warrior; they lie down; 
they cannot rise; they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:  18 Do not 
remember the former things or consider the things of old.  19 I am about to 
do a new thing; now it springs forth; do you not perceive it?  I will make a 



way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.  20 The wild animals will honor 
me, the jackals, and the ostriches, for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in 
the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, 21 the people whom I formed 
for myself so that they might declare my praise. 

 SERMONIC SELECTION                       The Celestial Choir  

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING               John 12:1-8 

1Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, 
whom he had raised from the dead. 2 There they gave a dinner for him. 
Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him. 3 Mary took 
a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’s feet, and 
wiped them[a] with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the 
perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about 
to betray him), said, 5 “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred 
denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6 (He said this not because he 
cared about the poor but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse 
and used to steal what was put into it.) 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She 
bought it[b] so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8 You always 
have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”            

The Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON                        Elder Nachee Miller 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in Unison) 
 

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread.     And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  1And 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

✙ CLOSING HYMN - #201 (SOZ)             “Yes, God Is Real”  
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+12%3A1-8&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26573a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+12%3A1-8&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26577b


 
WE GO FORTH AND SERVE GOD AND NEIGHBOR 

 
✙ UNISON CLOSING PRAYER 

In your Great Mercy, O Holy One, Holy Three, 
Remind us and all your peoples: you are the Healer, the Light of Life,  
You are Joy and Grace and Mercy and Peace, 
You are the Comforter of all who sorrow, hope of the desperate, 
We praise Your Great Mercy, O Holy One, Holy Three, 
Alleluia, Amen!  

 
✙ BENEDICTION (Philippians 4:7-8) 

May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, 

whatever is commendable if there is any excellence 
and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 

 
 
POSTLUDE                
 
FELLOWSHIP 
 

Lectionary: Ezekiel 37:1-14 and Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45 
Liturgist:    Deacon Blossom Roach  
 
 
  



“Open My Eyes, That I May See” 
 

1 Open my eyes, that I may see 
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me; 
Place in my hands the wonderful key 
That shall unclasp and set me free. 

Refrain: 
Silently now I wait for Thee, 
Ready, my God, thy will to see; 
Open my eyes (ears, heart), illumine me, 
Spirit divine! 

2 Open my ears, that I may hear 
Voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 
And while the wave notes fall on my ear, 
Everything false will disappear.  

Refrain: 
Silently now I wait for Thee, 
Ready, my God, thy will to see; 
Open my eyes (ears, heart), illumine me, 
Spirit divine! 

3 Open my mouth, and let me bear, 
Gladly the warm truth everywhere; 
Open my heart and let me prepare 
Love with Thy children thus to share.  

Refrain: 
Silently now I wait for Thee, 
Ready, my God, thy will to see; 
Open my eyes (ears, heart), illumine me, 
Spirit divine! 

  



  



“Yes, God is Real” 
 
1 There are some things I may not know, 
There are some places I can't go, 
But I am sure of this one thing 
That God is real for I can feel Him deep within. 
 
Refrain: 
Yes, God is real, real in my soul, 
Yes, God is real for He has washed and made me whole; 
His love for me is like pure gold, 
Yes, God is real for I can feel Him in my soul. 
 
2 Some folks may doubt, some folks may scorn, 
All can desert and leave me alone, 
But as for me I'll take God's part 
For God is real and I can feel Him in my heart. 
 
 Refrain: 
Yes, God is real, real in my soul, 
Yes, God is real for He has washed and made me whole; 
His love for me is like pure gold, 
Yes, God is real for I can feel Him in my soul. 
 
3 I cannot tell just how you felt 
When Jesus took your sins away, 
But since that day, yes, since that hour 
God has been real for I can feel His holy pow'r.  
 
Refrain: 
Yes, God is real, real in my soul, 
Yes, God is real for He has washed and made me whole; 
His love for me is like pure gold, 
Yes, God is real for I can feel Him in my soul. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS – The Northeastern Church Adult Sunday School Class 
convenes Sundays at 9:00 a.m. via conference call. The focus for Spring 2023 Lessons 
is “Jesus Calls Us.” You are cordially invited to join in the April 2nd discussion on “The 
Empty Tomb,” Luke 24: 1-12. Please dial in at (267) 807-9601; Passcode 828-160-800 
to participate in lively conversations with church members. 
 
DRIVE BY PALM PICKUP - Northeastern will be hosting a Drive by Palm Pickup, 
Saturday, April 1 from 11:00 to 2:00 p.m.  The Worship & Music Committee would love 
to have you join in handing out palms to church family members and friends as well as 
passersby whom we will have the opportunity to serve.  Contact Elders Pam Gessesse 
or Angela Hemphill if you are willing to help.  And please plan to drive by and pick up 
your own palm.  We may even have a special pre-Easter treat for you! 
 
LITERARY CLUB SELECTION:  Literary Club invites you to join us for the following 
discussions via Zoom at 1:30 pm. 
   April 2nd -- Memphis: a Novel, by Tara M. Stringfellow 
 
PER CAPITA FOR 2023 is $47.13.  
 
PLEASE NOTE!  There is a NEW ZOOM MEETING ID for our worship services!  
 
Meeting ID: 884 3297 8279; Passcode: 379224 
 
REMEMBER THE SICK AND SHUT IN:   The list printed in the bulletin will be updated each 
week to reflect additions and deletions.  Reach out to our sick and shut in a safe way that 
lets them know they are in our hearts, minds, and prayers.  Please contact the church 
office if you know names of persons who should be added to the sick-and-shut-in list or 
if you have updates on anyone listed. 
 
TAKE A LOOK!  THE NEPC TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE invites you to visit the 
Northeastern website at nepc-dc.org for the latest Sermon video, Lent Reflections, and 
a direct link to the Lenten Bible Study. For detailed information, just click the LEARN 
MORE tab on any front-page image that cycles through.  Contact Denise Hodges at 
ddesigns1984@hotmail.com for any website information, updates, changes, or edits. 
 
TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY:   The Tuesday Morning Bible Study group will meet 
via Zoom at 11:00AM Eastern Time.  Please join us for an interesting discussion.  The 
following is the Zoom meeting information. 
 
Meeting ID: 876 4883 0770 (Contact Ruby Webb for the Required Passcode Number) 
 
If you use your phone to dial in to the Tuesday Morning Bible Study meetings, call 
1(301)715-8592 if you are calling from the DC area and follow the verbal instructions. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnepc-dc.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C96550c9bc81f46f8686508db19aa157e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638131990525241973%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EVrKTJQCeaT2tIq3%2FBJ%2F6I88bxiOWSsPRL7OksXnE18%3D&reserved=0
mailto:ddesigns1984@hotmail.com


MAUNDY THURSDAY:   In preparation for Maundy Thursday, we are asking for 
volunteers to prepare and bring a pot of soup for the meal during the service.  The soup 
MUST be brought in a Crockpot for heating.  Kindly let Katrin Jones know the soup that 
you will be preparing by Thursday, March 30, 2023.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Katrin at: katrinskreations@yahoo.com or 240-532-0416 (cell). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosalyn Cephas, Nachee Miller, Tonya Vincent, Cecil 
Nixon, Jr., Nia Miller, Jaryn Gessesse, Clara Rich and 
Clarence Wade   
 
If your birthday is not listed contact the church office. 
 
 
 

NORTHEASTERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH VISION STATEMENT 
 

As we rely on God’s guidance, the vision of Northeastern Presbyterian 
Church is to fulfill the command of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, to 
promote Christian faith and practice through evangelism, outreach, 
compassion and fellowship to our congregation and the wider community. 
 

We commit to: 
• Worship 
• Witness 
• Learn 
• Grow 
• Nurture 
• Serve 

      



 
 

The Worship and Music Committee will be offering Easter Lilies for sale after 
each Sunday Worship Service beginning now through April 2nd.  Lilies can be 
purchased, at a price to be determined.   The plant price is higher than we  
 
anticipated.   Lilies will be available for pick-up immediately following worship 
service on April 9th.   Please fill-out the information below and return it to the 
church office mailbox located in the Breezeway or e-mail it to admin@nepc-
dc.org. 

 
 
 
 

--------       Easter Lilies 
 
In MEMORIAM/HONOR OF:  
 
 ______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
  



   



 
LENTEN WORSHIP  

SERMON SERIES:  EMBODY JESUS  
 

 
 

March 26, 2023 Guest Preacher 
 
April 1 , 2023  Palm Saturday - come hand out Palms to neighbors in front of  

church  
 

April 2, 2023  “Good Grief / “I Peter 5:6-11, Luke 19:29-44 
Palm Sunday and Holy Communion 

 
April 6, 2023  Maundy Thursday: To Be Announced  

 
April 9, 2023  “Homecoming” / John 19:41, 42; John 20:11-18 
   Easter and New Member Sunday  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS ARE 
WITH NORTHEASTERN MEMBERS & 

FAMILY: 
 

  

        Mrs. Louise Mikell suffered a stroke last Monday.  
Her daughter Alexicia informed the church that she 
will be taking her mother to Pennsylvania to recover.  
Let’s keep Mrs. Mikell and her family in prayer.        

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                              
 
 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Heal me, Lord, and I will be healed; save 
me, and I will be saved, for You are my 
praise.” (Jeremiah 17:14)  
 
 

http://prayer.knowing-jesus.com/Jeremiah/17/14


STAFF 
Ministers       All the people of the church 
Pastor (Stated Supply)      Pastor Mark Greiner 
Director, Chancel Choir/Organist     Dr. Laddie Bell 
Director, Pianist, Celestial Choir     Rev. Rosemarie Jones 
Director, Pianist, Youth/Cherub Choir     Ms. Jennifer Allen   

Treasurer        Mrs. Iris Burnell 

Administrative Assistant     Ms. Kathy Cuff 

Sexton                Mr. Randall Timbers 

Security       Mr. Leonard Durrett 

 

MINISTRIES OF SESSION     ELDERS 

Buildings & Grounds                 Clarence Shaw, III   

Budget & Finance       Clara Berryhill 

Christian Education                 Angela Hemphill 

Evangelism and Outreach      Shawn Thomas, Michele Peters  

Interpretation & Stewardship      Dr. Cherie Becton 

Personnel         Cynthia Gervais 

Social Concerns & Peace-Making               Michele Peters,  

Technology Committee       Shawn Thomas 

Worship & Music Pam Gessesse, Angela Hemphill 

Clerk of Session        Valerie McCray 

Nominating        Clara Berryhill 

 

DEACONS       TRUSTEES 

Valencia Hawkins      Loretta Bowers 

Katrin Jones, Moderator      Frank Enty 

Brenda Kuznof       William Hymes, Jr. 

Bishetta Merritt, Vice Moderator    Nachee Miller 

Blossom Roach       Theodore Powell 

Amanda Sargent       James Williams    

Charles Webb                 Patricia Young 

        Ernest Harris, President 

SENIOR USHERS 

1st ,  4th          Shirley Wilson – President,  Wilhelmina Davis, Brenda, Kuznof, Mary Allen, Ruby Webb 

2nd , 3rd , 5th   Glynis Pegram-Higgs, Pam Gessesse, Jordan Gessesse 
        


	NORTHEASTERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH VISION STATEMENT
	As we rely on God’s guidance, the vision of Northeastern Presbyterian Church is to fulfill the command of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, to promote Christian faith and practice through evangelism, outreach, compassion and fellowship to our congreg...
	We commit to:
	 Worship
	 Witness
	 Learn
	 Grow
	 Nurture
	 Serve

