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Welcome to Northeastern Presbyterian Church  
 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE IN PRAISE AND PRAYER 

 
WELCOME 
 
INTROIT                 “He’s Been Good”    The Celestial Choir  
      
INVOCATION 

CALL TO WORSHIP (by Katherine Hawker, adapted)  

One: A child once dreamed the Voice was calling his name… 'Samuel'; 
Fisherman once heard the Voice when a young man bid them follow; 
and still the Voice beckons today… can you hear? 

All: Here I am. Send me. 
One Moses protested mightily as the Voice spoke at the burning bush; 

Mary stood amazed as the Voice proclaimed impending birth; 
and still the Voice beckons today… can you hear? 

All: Here I am. Send me. 
One: Rosa Parks followed the Voice to the front of the bus; 

Martin Luther King, Jr. heard the Voice and spoke to the Soul of the nation; 
and still the Voice beckons today… can you hear? 

All: Here I am. Send me. 
One: The Voice beckons from humble places.  In the tears of hungry children,  

in the cries of the frail and elderly, in the pleas of those whose dreams  
have been too long deferred; and still the Voice beckons today…  
can you hear? 

All: Here I am. Send me. 
One: A timid believer pauses to listen to the Voice; a struggling church hears 

 the Voice and turns; and still the Voice beckons today… can you hear? 
All: Here I am. Send me. 
 



OPENING HYMN -         “Shall We Gather at the River?”                   
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (based on Psalm 51:1–12) 
 
As you respond, “Put a new spirit within me” you are invited to lift your hands up 
and slowly bring them together into a prayer position in front of you. 
 
One:  The sacrifice pleasing to God is a humble spirit; God does not reject a  
 broken heart. Create a new heart in us, O God, 
All:  Put a new spirit within me. 
 
One:  Redeem us from all evil. Remove our sin, and we will be clean; wash us  
 and we will be bright shining, cleaner than snow. Create a new heart in us,  
 O God, 
All:  Put a new spirit within me. 
 
One:  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
 according to your abundant mercy.  Create a new heart in us, O God, 
All:  Put a new spirit within me. 
 
One:  You desire for us life abundant, joy-filled and loving.  
 Create a new heart in us, O God, 
All:  Put a new spirit within me. 
 
One:  Lift our spirits and make our footsteps firm, our Rock and Redeemer. 
 Our lips and lives will declare your praise.  And all God’s people say: 
All: Amen. 
 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
One: There is more love in God than there is sin in us. 

 Cleansed, redeemed and beloved, cherished and renewed, in Christ 
Jesus, we are forgiven. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
 
WELCOME SONG       The Celestial Choir 
 



PASSING THE PEACE 
  

(Please warmly honor social distance.) 
   (Unmuted devices and turn on cameras to greet one another in love) 
 

One:  May the peace of Christ be with you!  
Many:  And also, with you!  Peace be with you! 
 

 
ANTHEM SELECTION             “I Need You To Survive”               The Celestial Choir  
 
THE OFFERING      
 

Use your bank’s online bill-paying options  
Mail your check to the church 
2112 Varnum St., NE 
Washington, DC  20018 
 
Go to nepc-dc.org  
Click on Donate or Cash App at the bottom of the page 
 

THE DOXOLOGY 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen! 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER    

Bright and beautiful God, your world awes us: wondrous in variety.  Thank you 
for the wind and the waves, the stars in the heavens, the changing of the 
seasons, the plants and animals and all God’s creatures in their splendor.  
Thank you, God, for the gift of peoples of many nations and tongues, with 
varied gifts and splendid talents, all made and loved by you.  Thank you, God, 
for the variety of life; everything points to your love and glory.  You made for 
love and glory, so in humble gratitude, we offer our gifts, our hearts, our lives, 
praising Jesus, Amen. 
 
 



WE EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD 
 
THE FIRST EPISTLE READING:       Hebrews 12:1-2 

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely,* and let us run with 
perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer 
and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of* the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at 
the right hand of the throne of God.  

SERMONIC SELECTION      “He has done Great Things”         The Celestial Choir  

THE PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION          Pastor Greiner  

THE SECOND EPISTLE READING                    Ephesians 4:1-16 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the 
calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through 
all and in all. But each of us was given grace according to the measure of 
Christ’s gift. Therefore, it is said, “When he ascended on high, he made 
captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his people.” (When it says, “He 
ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the 
lower parts of the earth? He who descended is the same one who 
ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) The 
gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the 
measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, 
tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s 
trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in 
love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 
from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with 



which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s 
growth in building itself up in love. 

               
The Word of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON         “Equipping Your Ministry”         Pastor Greiner  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in Unison) 
 

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread.     And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  1And 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN -#525 (Hymnal)       “Here I am Lord”   
 

WE GO FORTH AND SERVE GOD AND NEIGHBOR 
 

BENEDICTION  
May the love of God enfold us, 

The wisdom of Jesus enlighten us, 
The flame of the spirit empower us, 

And may the blessing of the triune God rest upon us and abide with us,  
now and evermore, Amen. 

 
POSTLUDE  
  
FELLOWSHIP Please remain for a “meet and greet” with Pastor Greiner 
 
  

Lectionary:  Isaiah 9:1-4; and Psalm 27:1, 4-9; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthews 4:12-23 
Liturgist:  Elder Felicia Lightfoot 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
THE ANNUAL CORPORATION MEETING of Northeastern Presbyterian Church 
will be held Sunday, January 29, 2023.    

LITERARY CLUB SELECTION:  Literary Club invites you to join in our always lively 
discussions of the following book. We know some of you are reading along with 
us, so please join in via Zoom at 1:30 pm., 1st Sunday only.   February 2023 
selection is All That She Carried: The Journey of Ashley's Sack, a Black Family 
Keepsake, by Tiya Miles. 
 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS – The Northeastern Church Adult Sunday 
School Class convenes Sundays at 9:00 a.m. via conference call. The focus for 
WINTER 2022-2023 Lessons is “From Darkness to Light.” You are cordially 
invited to join in the January 29th discussion on God Promises to be Present, Joel 
1:1-4; 2:18-31.  Please dial in at (267) 807-9601; Passcode 828-160-800 to 
participate in lively conversations with church members. 
 
TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY:   The Tuesday Morning Bible Study group will 
meet via Zoom at 11:00AM Eastern Time.  Please join us for an interesting 
discussion. The Zoom Meeting ID is listed below. 
 
Meeting ID: 818 9344 9981 
(Contact Ruby Webb for the Required PASSCODE NUMBER) 
 
If you use your phone to dial in to the Tuesday Bible Study Zoom meetings, call 
1(301)715-8592 if you are calling from the DC Area and follow the verbal 
instructions. 
 
REMEMBER THE SICK AND SHUT IN:  Remember the sick and shut in. While 
visiting them is still not the safest way, there are other ways to reach out to let 
them know that they are very much in our hearts, minds, and prayers.  Sending a 
card, email, text, or calling them will most assuredly brighten someone’s day.  If 
you know of anyone who should be included on our Sick and Shut-in list, contact 
the church office with the name or names.  
 
THE SOCIAL CONCERNS / PEACEMAKING COMMITTEE is having a Drive for the 
Homeless and we are collecting white warm cotton socks for men, gloves, skull 
caps and hand warmers for the winter months. If you can’t go shopping, you can 
make a monetary donation and we will do the shopping for you. You may take 



your contributions to the Jamison Lounge. The Drive goes through February 
2023.  We appreciate all your contributions in the past and we thank you in 
advance for your contributions for 2023. 

PER CAPITA FOR 2023 is $47.13.   
 

THANK YOU 
 

Thank you to all who attended my 100th Birthday Celebration on Saturday, 
January 14, 2023, and for your kind thoughts and gifts.  I had a great time and 
feel truly blessed! 
       Elsada Peters 
 
 

DEEPEST SYMPATHY 
 

It is with a sadden heart we announce Pamela Gessesse lost her only brother, 
Reginald Hagans (aka Reggie), of Wilson, North Carolina., Friday, January 20, 
2023.  Let’s keep the family in prayer.   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

    If your birthday is not listed contact the church office 

 
 

 
  

Shirley Dodson, Gloria Harris, Rita Newton, Helen Felton, Elsada 
Peters, Glen Grier, Amanda Sargent, Carol Fleming, Cherie Becton 
and Angela Haggins  
 
 

NORTHEASTERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH VISION STATEMENT 
 

As we rely on God’s guidance, the vision of Northeastern Presbyterian 
Church is to fulfill the command of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, to 
promote Christian faith and practice through evangelism, outreach, 
compassion and fellowship to our congregation and the wider community. 
 

We commit to: 
• Worship 
• Witness 
• Learn 
• Grow 
• Nurture 
• Serve 

      



 
 
 
 

Our Thoughts & Prayers are with 
Northeastern Members & Family: 

 
 
 

 
                                                                              
 

 
      

   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Heal me, Lord, and I will be 
healed; save me, and I will be 
saved, for You are my praise.” 
(Jeremiah 17:14)  
 
 

http://prayer.knowing-jesus.com/Jeremiah/17/14


Northeastern Presbyterian Church Introduces 
 

Pastor Mark Greiner, Transitional Pastor 
 

 
 
Pastor Mark Greiner (his wife Kolya Braun-Greiner, daughter Sage - with boyfriend Richard)  
 
Pastor Mark Greiner was born into an American military family in Berlin, Germany.  After graduating 
Princeton Seminary in 1991, he’s served congregations in Ohio, New York, Maryland, and the District.  A 
life-long learner, he’s studied in Africa, the Middle East, Cuba, and Europe.  Blessed for 25 years as an 
installed pastor, our presbytery has called on him to serve congregations in transition since 2017. 
 
Pastor Mark is passionate about prayer and healing ministry.  Our presbytery commissioned 
him to medical mission work in Nepal in 2020.  He attended medical school at the Maryland 
University of Integrative Health and taught there.  As an Eastern Medicine practitioner and 
spiritual director, he focuses on building well-being and healing trauma.  Pastor Mark sees 
clients in his practice in Silver Spring, Maryland: Crossingshealing.org.   
 
His wife, Kolya, earned her Master of Divinity at Union Theological Seminary in New York 
City.  She is a full-time member of Seekers Church in Takoma Park.  She recently retired 
from environmental ministry with the Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake 
(Watershed).  Their 23-year-old daughter, Sage, attends Montgomery County Community 
College.    
 
For fun, Mark may be found Sacred Circle dancing with his wife, attending a concert with 
their daughter, stirring a home-made soup or with his hands in clay.  He’s in his happy 
places in an art museum, an international restaurant, hiking or kayaking…of when someone 
shares a poem, a hymn, or a joke.     
 
His cellphone is 301.310.5600; his email is pastormfg@gmail.com. 
 
 

mailto:pastormfg@gmail.com


CONTRACT BETWEEN  
NORTHEASTERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AND PASTOR MARK GREINER 

 
This contract is between Pastor Mark Greiner and the Session of Northeastern Presbyterian 
Church, for the position of Transformational Stated Supply and is effective as of January 10, 
2023, and will remain in effect for approximately one year ending on January 1, 2024.  This 
contract can be extended, renewed or modified upon written agreement of both parties. 
The Transformational Stated Supply Pastor agrees to:  

● provide regular preaching and worship leadership on Sunday morning and at special 
worship services.  

● officiate at weddings and funerals (with honoraria requested from families)  
● administer the sacraments as agreed to by Session, which gives prior approval of 

baptisms and determines the schedule for Holy Communion.  Consideration will be given 
to maintaining the current first Sunday per month schedule for Holy Communion. 

● provide pastoral care for church members including hospital and home visitation.  
● provide pastoral advice and assistance to family representatives of member to be 

funeralized regarding planning funeral/memorial services. 
● moderate all Session and congregational meetings.  
● work collegially with the Session in program planning including but not limited to 

components of Sunday morning worship service. 
● provide ordered ministry training upon request by Session.  
● As Head of Staff, in conjunction with Session Committees, supervise staff. 
● lead and facilitate a mission study and revision of the church bylaws 

The Session agrees to: 
● work cooperatively with the Transformational Stated Supply Pastor and National Capital 

Presbytery; 
● continue to fulfill Session’s responsibilities as described in G-3.0201 of the Book of 

Order. 
● Negotiate with the Transformational Stated Supply Pastor for time away to fulfill 

responsibilities to the larger church (for example, service on a Presbytery committee, 
attendance at Presbytery meetings) as well as the specific dates requested for study leave 
and vacation time, as provided below. 

This contract is for part time services of 30 hours per week at a rate of $40 per hour for an 
effective annual salary of $62,400. The Transformational Stated Supply Pastor will preach three 
out of four Sundays in a four-Sunday month and four out of five Sundays in a five-Sunday 
month.  The Transformational Stated Supply Pastor will be reimbursed $100 per month for 
incidentals upon submission of corresponding receipts.    
The Transformational Stated Supply Pastor will additionally receive benefits for the following: 
 

Effective salary _______$62,400_______ 
Continuing Education  / Coaching ___$1,200______ 
PC(USA) Board of Pensions full benefits (Pastor’s Participation Plan) at 37 % for both 
medical and pension  
Social Security offset: 7.65% of effective salary 
Mileage reimbursement at the current IRS rate of 65 cents per mile 
Study Leave—2 weeks of paid leave per year                                                                                                                  
Vacation Leave—4 weeks of paid leave per year     



Pastor Greiner has requested, and the Session agrees, that 100% of the effective annual salary will 
be designated for Pastor Greiner’s housing and will be considered a housing expense for purposes 
of taxation. 

This agreement may be terminated by the Transformational Stated Supply Pastor or the Session 
upon 30 days written notice, following consultation with the Committee on Ministry.                        

This agreement is subject to the approval of the Congregational Transitions Commission of the 
Committee on Ministry of National Capital Presbytery.  

 

___________________________________                     _____________________________ 

             Representative, COM                                                                Date 

 

 

__________________________________                    ______________________________ 

       Transformational Stated Supply Pastor                                             Date 

 

 

___________________________________                    ______________________________ 

             NEPC Clerk of Session                                                           Date 

 

 
  



STAFF 
Ministers      All the people of the church 
Pastor (Stated Supply)    Pastor Mark Greiner 
Director, Chancel Choir/Organist    Dr. Laddie Bell 
Director, Pianist, Celestial Choir    Rev. Rosemarie Jones 
Director, Pianist, Youth/Cherub Choir   Ms. Jennifer Allen   
Administrative Assistant    Kathy Cuff 
Sexton      Randall Timbers 
Security      Leonard Durrett 

 

MINISTRIES OF SESSION 

Budget & Finance      Clara Berryhill 

Buildings & Grounds     Clarence Shaw, III 

Christian Education     Angela Hemphill 

Evangelism and Outreach     Shawn Thomas  

Interpretation & Stewardship    Dr. Cherie Becton 

Personnel        Cynthia Gervais 

Social Concerns & Peace-Making   Michele Peters, Clerk of Session 

Technology Committee     Shawn Thomas 

Worship & Music     Pam Gessesse 

       Valerie McCray 

 

DEACONS      TRUSTEES 

Valencia Hawkins     Loretta Bowers 

Katrin Jones      Frank Enty 

Brenda Kuznof     William Hymes, Jr. 

Bishetta Merritt     Eliot Johnson 

Blossom Roach     Nachee Miller 

Amanda Sargent     James Williams 

Charles Webb     Patricia Young 

       Ernest Harris, President 
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